3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
       

            22nd  January,  2012
Rev. Michael McGourty P.P.   Telephone 028 686 28600.   (Mobile 0796 684 7831)
Canon Timoney.  Telephone 028 686 21329.
devenishparishirvinestown.com

Anniversary Masses  
Sun.
January 22nd
11.30am     Terence Muldoon. 
Thurs.
January 26th 
10.00am     Peter & Brigid Clancy.

Fri.
January 27th 
  8.00pm     Kathleen & Jim Gallagher.

Sat.
January 28th 
10.00am     Tommy, Teresa & Philomena Oliver.


Sat.
June 28th 
  7.00pm     M.M. Eamon McGarrity.

Sun.
January 29th 
  9.00am     James & Mary McElholm.

Sun.
January 29th 
11.30am     Billy Charleton.

REQUIESCANT  IN  PACE:  Please pray for Therese Kelly Trillick,  Sarah Tomany and  Patrick Irvine who died recently.
MASS  TIMES  THIS  WEEK:  10.00am each morning.  No 8.30am Mass.   
No Mass in Whitehill on Wednesday.  Evening Mass in Sacred Heart on Friday 

at 8.00pm.  Reader at 10.00am Mary Blake.

JANUARY  MASS  FOR  THE  DEAD  Monday 10.00am.  
January Mass for all other requested intentions Tuesday 10.00am.

DONATIONS  TO  THE  MISSIONS:  The offerings for these Mass Cards were sent to the Missions as follows – 

£200 to Fr. Lawrence Simbota, Parish of Christ the King, Mthawira, Malawi.  
£400 to Fr. Sean McGrath for his mission in Brazil.

£100 to Fr. S. John Joseph, a parish priest in India.
Also £300 went to the purchase of a new supply of Mass Cards.

Thanks to all who gave these donations.  These cards are available in the Parish Shop.  

Also available is the New Mass Book, costing £1.50.

TODAY the First Holy Communion Children celebrate another Mass of Preparation.

CHURCH  UNITY  WEEK:  This week we offer prayers for a greater understanding and reconciliation among all Christ’s followers
BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  SERVICE:  Next occasion is Monday week, 30th January, 

2.00 – 4.00pm and 5.15 – 8.00pm in St. Mary’s College.
IRISH  MUSIC  CLASS  in the Bawnacre on Monday.  Tuition available on fiddle, button accordion, whistle, flute, banjo etc.  Tutor Brenda McCann.  Beginners Class  7.00pm.  
New members welcome.  Phone 028 686 21178.
EWTN:  Monday 23rd 11.00am and Thursday 26th 7.00pm The Decline of the Family.

Friday 27th  10.30am and 9.00pm The inspirational story of St. Maria Goretti.
WEST  CLOGHER  PIONEER  DINNER  DANCE  Sunday, January 29th in Mahon’s Hotel at 8.30pm.  Tickets from Alo Scallon.
CATHOLIC  SCHOOLS’  WEEK  JANUARY 29th –  FEBRUARY 4th:  The theme for this year is ‘Christ’s Living Body Active in Our World’.  This tells us the Body of Christ is present when we receive Holy Communion.  But the Body of Christ is also the Church, the Community of Christ’s followers in the world.  The Catholic School is also a Christian community, that is a real part of Christ’s Body active in our world.  No matter where we are – in the supermarket, in the cinema, in the sports’ club we are called to build community and to serve those most in need.  There will be a number of events in the Schools that week as well as a Mass of Thanksgiving on Friday.
ST.  PAUL’S  SCHOOL  will be open for all children on Wednesday 25th as teachers will not be in training that day.
EUCHARISTIC  CONGRESS   June 10th – 17th   They are delighted to announce that they have now over 700 registered volunteers from all over Ireland but more are needed.  Why not make a resolution now to volunteer for those dates if you are free.  For further information check the website  www.iec2012.ie and follow the guidance.  Training is available.
Parish Eucharistic Congress Meeting Monday 7.30pm in Committee Room.
ROSSAHILLY TOWNLAND: The name Rossahilly comes from the Irish Ros an Choiligh which means promontory of the woodcock. This townland of 227acres, which includes 1 acre of water, lies between Srahenny and Trory. It became part of the Archdall Estate after the Ulster Plantation. According to Griffith’s Valuation of 1862 Nicholas Archdall was renting a steward’s house (annual rateable value £40) and 225 acres from Edward Archdall while Lyons was renting a house (annual rateable value £1and 5 shillings) from him. In the 1901 census there was a population of 6 and just two Church of Ireland families.  Creighton was an agricultural labourer and Dunn a shepherd from Meath. By 1911 there was just one family of 5 belonging to Lee a Church of Ireland agricultural labourer. 

REFLECTION  FOR  CHURCH  UNITY  WEEK –  Jesus at the football match:
Jesus Christ said he had never been to a football match.  So we took him to one, my friends and I.  It was a ferocious battle between the Protestant Punchers and the Catholic Crusaders.  The Crusaders scored first.  Jesus cheered wildly and threw his hat high up in the air.  Then the Punchers scored and Jesus cheered wildly and threw his hat high up in the air.

This seemed to puzzle the man behind us.  He tapped Jesus on the shoulder and asked: ‘Which side are you shouting for, my good man?’

‘Me?’ replied Jesus, by now visibly excited by the game.  ‘Oh! I’m not shouting for either side.  I’m just here to enjoy the game.’

The questioner turned to his neighbour and sneered, ‘Hmm, an atheist!’

On the way back we briefed Jesus on the religious situation of the world today.  ‘It’s  a funny

thing about religious people, Lord,’ we said.  ‘They always seem to think that God is on their side and against the people on the other side.’

Jesus agreed.  ‘That is why I don’t back Religions, I back People,’ he said.  ‘People are more important than Religions.  Man is more important than the Sabbath.’
‘You ought to watch your words,’ one of us said with some concern.  ‘You  were crucified once for saying that sort of thing, you know.’  ‘Yes – and by religious people,’ said Jesus with a wry smile.
CHILDREN’S  CORNER:  Apparently there were originally four Wise Men planning to visit the baby Jesus on the way to Bethlehem, but one of them said he knew a short-cut.
PRAYER  FOR  THE  50th  INTERNATIONAL  EUCHARISTIC  CONGRESS: 

Lord Jesus, You were sent by the Father

to gather together those who are scattered.

You came among us doing good and bringing healing, 

announcing the Word of salvation and giving the Bread which lasts forever.

Be our companion on life’s pilgrim way. . . . 
May your Holy Spirit inflame our hearts, enliven our hope and open our minds 
so that together with our sisters and brothers in faith we may recognise you 
in the Scriptures and in the breaking of bread.

May your Holy Spirit transform us into one body

and lead us to walk humbly on the earth in justice and love 

as witnesses of your resurrection.

In communion with Mary, whom you gave to us as our Mother

at the foot of the cross,

through you may all praise, honour and blessing be to the Father

in the Holy Spirit and in the Church, now and forever.  Amen.

