MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD:
        1st JANUARY,  2012
Rev. Michael McGourty P.P.   Telephone 028 686 28600.   (Mobile 0796 684 7831)
Canon Timoney.  Telephone 028 686 21329.
devenishparishirvinestown.com

Anniversary Masses  
Sun.
January 1st 
  9.00am     James & Brigid Baird.

Sun.
January 1st 
11.30am     For the People of the Parish.

Tues.
January 3rd 
10.00am     William Gillen & Dec. Family Members.

Sat.
January 7th 
10.00am     Christina & John Galgie.

Sat.
January 7th 
  7.00pm     James & Isabella Grainger.

Sun.
January 8th 
11.30am     Edward & Mary Scallon.

REQUIESCAT  IN PACE:  Please pray for Eamon McGarrity, Brownhill Mds.

who died last week.
  

MASS  TIMES  THIS  WEEK:  10.00am each morning.  No 8.30am Mass.

Reader at 10.00am Mary Donnelly.  
FRIDAY,  JANUARY  6th,  IS  THE  FEAST  OF  THE  EPIPHANY and is a 

Holyday of Obligation when we are obliged to attend Mass.

Mass times:  Vigil Mass in Whitehill, Thursday 7.00pm.  Friday 10.00am and 
8.00pm in Sacred Heart.

EPIPHANY:  This feast manifests Jesus as Messiah, Son of God, and Saviour of the

world.  It celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the Wise Men (Magi) from the East, together with His Baptism in the Jordan and the Wedding Feast of Cana in Galilee.  The Magi are representatives of the neighbours of pagan religions.  The gospel sees the Magi as the first fruits of the nations who welcome the Good News of Salvation through the Incarnation.
FRIDAY  IS  ALSO  THE  FIRST  FRIDAY.  Sick and Housebound will be 
attended as usual.

CONFESSIONS  Saturday after 10.00am Mass and 6.00 – 6.45pm.  

FEASTDAYS  THIS  WEEK:  Tuesday St. Munchin, patron of Limerick.
ACCORD  MARRIAGE  PREPARATION  COURSE:  This takes place in the 
Manor House Hotel.  The course costs £120 per couple.  The content of the course is: 
Self Awareness, Effective Communication, Future Expectation, Possible areas of Conflict, Commitment, Forgiveness, Family Planning, Children, Marriage Ceremony.  

The dates of the Courses are: January 13th – 14th , February 17th – 18th, March 9th – 10th,

April 20th – 21st, May 4th – 5th, June 15th – 16th, October 5th – 6th, November 9th – 10th. 
PARISH  CONTRIBUTIONS:  October 9th £1,685.  October 16th £1,739.  October 23rd 

£1,576.  October 30th £1,621.  November 13th £2,017.  November 20th £1,657.  November

27th £1,542.  December 8th £776.  December 11th £1,592.  December 18th £1,436.
December 25th £3,886.  Thank you for your continued support of the Parish.

THE  START  OF  THE  NEW  YEAR  is always greeted with enthusiasm.  There is a sense of beginning a new journey, leaving old and worn roads behind us, making positive changes in our lives and looking forward in hope.  We won’t be able to change the world, we won’t be able to do a complete changeover but we can be open to trying some small positive changes in our lives.  Every day presents new opportunities but especially the start of a new year.  We welcome these opportunities and for us to know that God is gently journeying with us in all our hopes, dreams and plans for this New Year.  (Fr. James McSweeney).

WE  SPEND  THE  FIRST  DAYS  OF  JANUARY  walking through our lives, room by room, drawing up a list of work to be done, cracks to be patched.  Maybe this year to balance the list, we ought to walk through the rooms of our lives . . . not looking for flaws but for potential.  (Ellen Goodman).   
A  NEW  YEAR  BLESSING:  
On the day when the weight deadens on your shoulders and you stumble, 
May the clay dance to balance you.

And when your eyes freeze behind the grey window and the ghost of loss gets into you,
May a flock of colours, indigo, red, green and azure blue, come to awaken in you a meadow of delight.

When the canvas frays in the currach of thought and a stain of ocean blackens beneath you,

May there come across the waters a path of yellow moonlight to bring you safely home.

May the nourishment of the earth be yours, may the clarity of light be yours,

May the fluency of the ocean be yours, may the protection of the ancestors be yours.

And so may a slow wind work these words of love around you, an invisible cloak to mind your life.   (John O’Donohue).
SEEING  LIFE  THROUGH  THE  LENS  OF  THE  GOSPEL:  (1) Mary treasured 

all these things.  Who has helped you to treasure the important events of life?
(2) Mary pondered these things – What part has prayerful reflection played in your life?
RING TOWNLAND: The name Ring comes from the Irish rinn meaning a point of land. This townland of 91 acres, which includes 6 acres of water, lies between Conerick and Derryargon.  It became part of the Archdall estate after the Ulster Plantation. According to Griffith’s Valuation of 1862 Rev. Firth was renting a house and 84 acres from Edward Archdall, while James Maguire was renting a house and garden from Frith.  In the 1901 census there was just one household, the 6 members of the Keys family who were Church 

of Ireland.  By 1911 they had been replaced by George Allen, a Church of Ireland butler, his wife, a laundress, their 5 children and 4 Catholic boarders
CHILDREN’S  CORNER:  Jesus said to the theologians, ‘Who do you say that I am?’
And they replied:  ‘You are the eschatological manifestation of the ground of our being,
The charisma from which we derive the ultimate meaning in all of our interpersonal

relationships.

And Jesus said, ‘What?’
