The Baptism of the Lord
       

            8th  January,  2012
Rev. Michael McGourty P.P.   Telephone 028 686 28600.   (Mobile 0796 684 7831)
Canon Timoney.  Telephone 028 686 21329.
devenishparishirvinestown.com

Anniversary Masses  
Sat.
January 7th 
  7.00pm     James & Isabella Grainger.

Sun.
January 8th 
10.00am     Whitehill, M.M. William Simmons.

Sun.
January 8th 
11.30am     Edward & Mary Scallon.

Mon.
January 9th 
10.00am     Deceased Members of Dolan Family, Moneykee.

Tues.
January 10th 
10.00am     Mary White & Deceased Relatives.

Fri.
January 13th 
  8.00pm     Sean Maguire.

Sat.
January 14th 
10.00am     Bernard McFadden.

Sun.
January 15th 
  9.00am     Gertie & Andy Monaghan.

Sun.
January 15th 
11.30am     Bob Magee and Deceased Relatives.

REQUIESCANT  IN  PACE:  Please pray for Ita McCourt, Omagh and Teddy Valentine, New Jersey, who died last week.   

MASS  TIMES  THIS  WEEK:  10.00am each morning.  No 8.30am Mass.   
No Mass in Whitehill on Wednesday.  Evening Mass in Sacred Heart on Friday 
at 8.00pm.  Reader at 10.00am Seamus Doris.
CONFESSIONS  Saturday after 10.00am Mass and 6.00 – 6.45pm.  

BAPTISM  MEETING  Monday, January 9th  at 8.00pm.  All parents and God-parents 

with a child for Baptism please be present at 7.55pm.
ST.  JOSEPH’S  YOUNG  PRIESTS’  SOCIETY  MEETING  Monday, January 9th 

in Committee Room.

CREDIT  UNION  AGM  Tuesday, January 17th in Mahon’s Hotel at 8.00pm.

Tea and sandwiches will be served after meeting.  All members are welcome to attend.

This is the 40th Annual AGM of the Credit Union.

CEILI  AND  OLD  TYME  CLASS resumes on Tuesday, January 10th in St. Molaise Hall.  Tutor Marie Phelan.
EWTN:  Thursday 12th 7.00pm Blood Money: The business of Abortion.

Saturday 14th 7.00pm Pope Benedict’s Visit to the United Kingdom.
REFLECTION:  Sometimes people expect something extraordinary, or even miraculous to happen at Christmas.  But when Christ came on earth he came clothed, not in the extraordinary, but in the ordinary.  He came dressed in the cloak of the weak, fragile, mortal humanity.  ‘They wrapped the baby in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.’  Like an acorn that falls to earth, silently and unheralded, in a remote corner of the forest, and which grows into a great oak tree, so from these lowly origins Jesus grew up to show us the 

greatness of our humanity.  (Flor McCarthy SDB).
(1)  JESUS  THOUGH  SINLESS  entered the muddy waters of humanity.  He did not stand aloof from sinners.  He is the saviour of the sinner, not a messiah sent to gather the perfect into a club of the elite.  He does not break the crushed reed nor quench the wavering flame.  
(2) THE  BAPTISM  OF  JESUS  is the model of ours.  The divine revelation at the Jordan enlightens us about the effect of Baptism.  The Father loves us as His beloved children.  The Son, in mercy, enters the rivers of humanity to rescue the sinner.  The Holy Spirit, dove of peace, rests on the soul in a constant, divine presence.
(3)  THE  BAPTISM  OF  JESUS  set Him up for His ministry.  Awareness of what our Baptism means will set us on mission too.  The graces of baptism have to be fanned into flame.  It is in sharing our faith with others that it grows.  In giving, we receive.
BETHLEHEM  PEACE  LIGHT  PRAYER:  

Peace Light of Bethlehem – burn brightly in our hearts this New Year.
Light of Peace – heal the bitter wounds in our community, show us the path of forgiveness and love.

Light of Joy – fill our homes with happiness, cast out the darkness of conflict or worry.

Light of Comfort – strengthen the sick, the needy, the prisoners and all those who cannot be home this New Year.

Light of Hope – guide our way forward as we begin a New Year.

Light of the World – teach us to love you more and more each day.

Peace Light of Bethlehem – shine in our lives this New Year and always.  Amen.

ROCKFIELD OR KILLADEAS TOWNLAND: The name Killadeas comes from the Irish Ceile De meaning Companions of God, a religious movement which began in the 8th century. The Culdees had their chapel on Devenish Island and a smaller chapel at Killadeas.  This townland of 186 acres which lies between Tully and Gublusk became part of the Archdall Estate after the Ulster Plantation.  According to Griffith’s Valuation of 1862 John G Irvine was renting 185 acres from Edward Archdall and had a house in progress (rateable value £25 per annum).  The online map shows that this large house which had a kennel and nursery is now the Manor House Hotel.  J Ingram was renting a house and forge from Irvine while Morrison, Wm Ingram, Brady and Cheney were renting a house and garden from Irvine.  In the 1901 census there were 2 Church of Ireland households, 1 unoccupied house and an Irish Church.  Retired Colonel Irvine, his wife, 4 children and 7 servants lived in the 1st house while Wm Ingram a carpenter lived with his wife, 2 children and a servant, J McDonagh, in the 2nd.   By 1911 the population had risen to 31 and there were 3 new families, Balfour a gamekeeper, McGowan a gardener and J McDonagh now married with 3 children and his own house. Breege McCusker’s book Irvinestown Through The Years has much more information about Rockfield and Killadeas graveyard which is shown on the map as The Yellow Church Graveyard.

CHILDREN’S  CORNER:  A little boy was being very naughty, so his mother asked him how he expected to get to Heaven.  ‘Well, he replied, ‘I have a plan.  When I get up to the gates, I’ll run in and run out again.  Then I’ll run in and run out again.  Then I’ll run in and run out again.  And then Jesus will say: ‘ Are you going in or out?’  ‘And then I’ll go in.’
SEEING  LIFE  THROUGH  THE  LENS  OF  THE  GOSPEL:  John’s humility is based on confidence in his own role.  He can acknowledge that Jesus is greater than he.  

There is freedom in acknowledging the gifts of others.  Recall when you were able to do this.

The Baptism of Jesus was a major event in His life.  Recall milestones in your life, events that help you to discover who you are.
