Devenish Parish News Bulletin

Sacred Heart Church

Sunday 28" December 2025
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph.

Priest of the Parish:
Telephone No.:
Emergency Contact:
Parish Sacristan: Francie Molloy
Parish Secretary: Fionnuala Ormsby
Parish Office Opening Hours:

Mon — Fri: 9.30am —1.30pm

Canon Kevin Duffy P.P.
028686 21856
07493825108

Office Telephone: 028686 28600

Office Address: 1 Lisnarick Road, Irvinestown,
Co Fermanagh, BT94 1FW.

Email:  devenish@clogherparishes.ie

Website: www.devenishparishirvinestown.com

Webcam: www.devenishparishirvinestown.com/webcam or
www.churchservices.tv/devenish

Ministers Rota - January:
Please see details of the Ministers required to serve at the Masses below:
If you are unable to attend on the day scheduled, please contact the Parish Office.
Readers: Eucharistic Ministers:
Saturday 3 Jan — 6pm — Sacred Heart Church: Saturday 3™ Jan — 6pm — Sacred Heart Church:
Nola McCaffrey. Bertie Henry & Martina Corrigan.

Sunday 4" Jan — 11am — Sacred Heart Church: Sunday 4" Jan — 11am — Sacred Heart Church:
Gay Mahon Bridie McKervey & Carmel Wilson.

o

Week beginning Mon 5t Jan: Gay Mahon. Week beginning Mon 5t Jan: Bridie McKervey.

Weekly Masses - December 2025 - January 2026

Elizabeth McGarrity (15t Anniversary). Enda Allen (1t Anniversary).

th
Saturday 27" December [ 6pm Niall Smyth. Elaine McGarrity. Carmel Finch.
Joe Stewart. Eugene McDonagh. Gerry Goodwin. Kevin Love.
th
Sunday 28" December 11am Sarah & Pat Tomany. Oliver Scallon & Oliver Og Scallon.
Monday 29*" December 10am Christmas Mass Bouquet Intentions.
Tuesday 30" December | 10am Morning Prayer.
10am Morning Prayer.
Wednesday 31° December
No Mass.
st James & Bridget Baird. Matt & Eileen Slevin.
Thursday 1% January 10am Christmas Mass Bouquet Intentions.
Friday 2" January 10am Morning Prayer.
Hughie Baird (1%t Anniversary).
rd
Saturday 3™ January 6pm Jim McDonagh.
Sunday 4" January 11am Mass — Sacred Heart Church.

Confessions: Confessions will be held every Saturday evening in the Sacred Heart Church from 5pm — 5.30pm.

Adoration: There will be no Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until Wednesday 7" Jan 2026.

Baptism Dates: Baptisms will take place on the first Sunday of every month at 12 Noon and the third Saturday of every
month at 4pm. Dates Scheduled: Jan — Sun 4" & Sat 17t Please contact the Parish Office to request a booking form or for

further details.

JOINT CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FOR 2025
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‘...in him was life and the life was the light of all people’ John 1v 4

Christmas Tree Festivals have been very popular this year across churches in Fermanagh, Tyrone, and Monaghan, attracting
hundreds of visitors. Such festivals have a remarkable appeal displaying wonderfully crafted and decorated Christmas trees
placed in beautiful settings in parish churches and halls. They appeal to a wide range of visitors, young and old from across the
community including many who may not have been planning to attend a Christmas service.

Christmas trees at such festivals come in all sorts of styles and sizes but essentially their design is triangular, and their lights
draw our eyes upwards from being earth bound to looking heavenwards. Christmas tree lights in that sense shine out and direct
us towards God. Equally we could see the lights as beginning at the top of the tree and cascading downwards reminding us that
at Christmas the Light of the World, Jesus Christ came down to earth from heaven.

At this season of short hours of daylight, we can be easily overcome with the dark. Light helps us locate where we are; keeping
things in perspective, seeing situations and people in the light of love; recognising dangers and ways forward, finding our way,
enjoying beauty, delighting in people.

Light is a very powerful symbol of hope, truth, and guidance throughout scripture and history. The Christian Church proclaims
that the life of Christ brings light into the world, and his light is for all people, regardless of background or circumstance. The
people of God are also called to shine as points of light in a world to be people of bright hope.

Light and life can be given and discovered on our daily journey — we can find such light in: listening to the Christmas story, or
practically in acts of kindness, in the hands of volunteers providing Christmas meals for the elderly or those in crisis, in those
who through foodbanks help to feed families in need. We see it in the work of charities and aid agencies bringing food and
shelter to displaced people in areas of conflict across the world. We see that light too in simple cards, phone calls and time
spent with friends who have been going through tough times.

Twinkling Christmas trees tell of the light which we believe came into the world in the babe of Bethlehem. The Christmas story,
however, is not just about what happened in the past, however wonderful -it is about us now. As the Gospel put it “but to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God” John 1v12

The whole purpose of the coming of the light in Jesus Christ is that we too might become daughters and sons of God. The early
Christians liked to say God became human that we might share his divinity. This is our high calling and destiny. We are to grow
in the love of God and others that we come to share his very nature.

Through his coming to this world, God has indwelt our human life and lifted it above the dominion of darkness. Through that
miracle he allows our lives to shine with the borrowed lights of love, joy and peace and making it a mirror of the beauties of a
world unseen.

Our prayer is that we may all make the presence of God more visible, like points of lights on a Christmas tree. As we look out on
what at times is a world with much darkness, where war, disaster, suffering, and hunger seem to have sway, our call is by
prayer, word and action to strive earnestly for the kingdom of light to extend among us.

Wishing everyone a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

+ Ian Elli
Church of Ireland Bishop

+ Larry Duffy
Roman Catholic Bishop of Clogher



